Grootbos nursery Stock lists

TREES

No
Plant Name
Description
Flowering Time
Characteristics
Natural distribution and habitat.

1
Apodytes dimidiata
 dimidiata (White pear)

(white pear)
Evergreen tree up to 25 meters with an open spreading crown. Sprays of white flowers.  Excellent for small gardens, as a patio tree or as a bonsai subject.  Attracts birds.  Prune off lower branches to form single stemmed tree, mulch, feed and water regularly in the growing season.  Enjoys a protected area in the garden and has a non-invasive root system.
Oct. –April
Evergreen

Coastal gardens

Shade lover

Attracts birds

Clay tolerant

Alkaline tolerant
Cape Peninsula to Ethiopia. From evergreen montane forests to wooded grasslands.

2
Brachylaena discolor
 discolor (Coast silver oak)

(coastal silver oak)
One of the best trees for windy areas and coastal gardens. Thrives in alkaline soils. Shiny dark leaves with grey underside, Prune off lower branches to form a shade tree or leave the branches on to form a dense screen or windbreak.
April - Aug.


Bank stabilization

Evergreen

Screen/windbreak

Coastal gardens

Alkaline tolerant




shade-lover, fast growing, attracts birds, alkaline tolerant.
Eastern Cape to Northern Kwazulu Natal coastline. Occurring in coastal woodland and bush, littoral scrub and margins of evergreen forest.

3
Buddleja saligna
saligna (Witolioenhout)

(false olive)
Shrub or small tree, ( 3m, with white or cream flowers – excellent, fast growing, tough coastal plant, attractive dark green leaves with white undersides.  Very adaptable and drought resistant. Works well as a screen plant or wind break..

Aug. - Feb.


Bank stabilization

Screen/windbreak

Coastal gardens

Clay tolerant

Alkaline tolerant

frost-resistant.

Cape Peninsula to Zimbabwe. Grows in most habitats  except for forests.

4
Cassine peragua 

(bastard saffronwood)


A small to medium sized, coastal tree with shiny green leaves, bears yellow berries that attract birds.  Grows well as a wind break or screen against walls.   Adaptable and drought 
resistant however it thrives if fed and watered regularly.
May – Aug.


Evergreen

Screen/windbreak

Coastal gardens

Attracts birds

Alkaline tolerant
Cape Peninsula to Bokkeveld Mountains and Mpumalanga.  Coastal scrub, woodland and forest margins.

5
Celtis 
africana

(white stinkwood)


A large semi-deciduous tree that grows up to 40 m tall in forests. Beautiful light coloured, smooth bark and bright green new leaves in spring.  Prune out lower branches to form a densely foliaged tree. Drought resistant, but does not do well in windy coastal areas.  
Aug.- Oct.
Deciduous

Shade loving

Fast growing

Attracts birds

Clay and alkaline tolerant

Frost resistant


From Gansbaai in the south to Ethiopia in the north. In forests and along streams. Not restricted to soil type.

6
Chionanthus foveolatus

(fine leafed ironwood)
A graceful, small to medium sized tree that grows naturally in coastal dune areas and on the edge of forests. Does very well in small gardens where its purple fruits attract birds.
Sept. – Dec.
Evergreen

Coastal gardens shade tree

fast growing

Alkaline tolerant
Cape Peninsula to Mpumalanga. Coastal bush and rocky slopes.

7
Cunonia capensis

(rooiels)
A strikingly beautiful forest tree that can grow up to 40 m. Attractive leaves, emerge in a spoon shaped, red, bud. Sprays of creamy flowers in autumn. Requires wind shelter, and plenty of food and water for optimum growth.
April – Nov.
Evergreen, 

Shade tree,

Fast growing,

Attracts birds,

Not appropriate for windy or coastal gardens.
Grootwinterhoek mountains to Southern Mozambique.

8
Cussonia spicata (cabbage tree)


An attractive, structural, drought resistant tree, 3-10m.  Long straight stem with umbrella foliage. Looks good planted in-groups of three or alone in a pot or next to a swimming pool/pond.  Good choice for dry gardens but for best results and fastest growth, mulch, water and feed regularly.
July – Oct.


Evergreen

Coastal gardens

Shade loving

Attracts birds

Alkaline tolerant


From the Breede River in the south to Sudan. Grows on rocky outcrops, wooded grasslands and in montane forests.

9
Curtisia 
dentata (assegaai tree)



An attractive tree with shiny leaves with  serrated ‘assegaai’ margins – attracts birds.  Water and feed well for fastest growth, plant with pioneers for best results.
Jan. – Feb.


Evergreen

Alkaline tolerant

Shade loving


Cape Peninsula to Zimbabwe in forests.

10
Diospyros 
whyteana (bladder nut)


An attractive garden tree with very glossy dark green leaves and masses of red fruit. A tree that grows below the main canopy in indigenous Cape forests (up to 6m). Responds well to regular feeding, pruning and watering.
Nov. - May


Shade loving

Shade tree

Fast growing


Cape Peninsula to Tulbagh and Mpumalanga.

11
Ekebergia capensis

(cape ash)
A neat shade tree, good for attracting birds to the garden. If pruned correctly, forms a straight stem with a large canopy. Needs regular feeding and water.
May – Aug.
Evergreen

Attracts birds

Fast growing Alkaline tolerant
From the Cape Peninsula to Ethiopia in woodland, riverine, coastal, sandveld or montane forests.

12
Erythrina caffra

(coastal coral tree)
A large deciduous tree that bears scarlet flowers in the spring. Fast growing and drought resistant.
Aug. – Oct.
Deciduous

Coastal gardens

Shade tree

Fast growing

Attracts birds

Alkaline tolerant
Humansdorp to Kwazulu-Natal in coastal forests and along streamsides.

13
Euclea racemosa

(sea guarri)
A hardy coastal tree up to 6m, with attractive shiny leaves with red petioles. Attracts birds and effective as wind breaks or if pruned will form a shade tree. 
Dec – June
Evergreen

Attracts birds

Alkaline tolerant

Coastal gardens Wind break. 
Namaqualand to Eastern Cape in Coastal scrub.

14
Ficus natalensis

(common wild fig)
A very hardy, fast growing tree that excels in windy gardens, not for planting near walls or pavements. Requires good watering for optimum growth and attracts birds to the garden.
June – Aug.
Evergreen

Fast growing

Screen/windbreaks

Attracts birds

Coastal gardens

Alkaline tolerant
Natal and Mpumalanga occurring in a variety of habitats

15
Halleria lucida

(tree fuschia)
An evergreen tree of up to 30 m tall in forests with a dense roundish crown and somewhat drooping branches. Beautiful red flowers in clusters from April to December.
April – Dec.
Evergreen,

Attracts sunbirds

Attracts berry eating birds

Non aggressive root system.
From the western Cape to Ethiopia.

Mostly near water, but also on rocky outcrops, on grassy mountain slopes and in evergreen forests

16
Harpephyllum caffrum (wild plum)



Attractive, large shade-tree with glossy, dark green, compound leaves and edible red 
berries in late summer.  Fast growing especially if watered deeply and fed on a regular basis.


Nov. – Mar.
Evergreen

Screen / windbreak

Coastal gardens

Shade loving

Fast growing

Attracts birds

Clay tolerant

Frost resistant
Eastern Cape to Northern Natal, mostly along the coastal belt. In riverine/evergreen forest and woodlands, always along streams

17
Ilex mitis

(african holly)
A medium sized tree with glossy, dark green leaves and attractive holly-like red berries. A picturesque shade tree for small gardens. Not well suited to windy, coastal gardens.
Oct. –Dec.
Evergreen

Shade tree

Attracts birds

Clay tolerant

Requires good watering


Cape Peninsula to Ethiopia.

Occurs in evergreen woodland and forests, but always near water.

18
Kiggelaria 
africana (wild peach)



Fast growing, large tree. Requires watering in summer in order not to loose leaves. Cream flowers and small fruits that attract birds. 


Sep. – Dec.


Coastal gardens

Attracts birds

Alkaline tolerant

Fast growing


Cape Peninsula to Kenya. Grows in evergreen forests, on rocky outcrops, wooded grasslands and drainage lines.

19
Maytenus heterophylla

(common pen thorn)
A small tree with large thorns that makes excellent, impenetrable hedges. A fast grower that is well adapted to coastal and alkaline soil gardens.
Feb. – May
Bank stabilisation

Evergreen

Screen/windbreak

Coastal gardens 

Fast growing, Alkaline tolerant
Cape Peninsula to Northern province in a variety of habitats. 

20
Olea europea ssp. africana

(wild olive)
An evergreen tree up to 14 m tall. Edible fruits, excellent bonsai tree. Recommended for planting in the garden to attract fruit-eating birds. Its neat crown, evergreen leaves and ease with which it can be pruned makes it an ideal garden subject.  Drought resistant.
Oct. – Feb
Evergreen

Coastal gardens

Attracts birds

Alkaline tolerant

Wind breaks

Aggressive root system
Widespread in Africa. From the Cape Peninsula to Northern Province. Grows in almost any habitat.

21
Podocarpus elongatus

(breede river yellowwood)
Beautiful, tree with narrow dark green leaves. The smallest of the Southern African Yellowwoods, usually up to 6m tall. 
N/A
Evergreen 

Coastal gardens

Shade tree 

Alkaline tolerant
Confined to the winter-rainfall region of the western Cape, favouring sandy soils, often along rivers.

22
Podocarpus falcatus

(outeniqua yellowwood)
Large tree up to 60 m in moist forests of the southern Cape with needle-like foliage.  
N/A
Evergreen

Screen/windbreak

Coastal gardens

Shade loving
From Swellendam to tropical Africa. Mostly moist coastal forests.

23
Podocarpus latifolius

(real yellowwood)
A medium to large tree with attractive large leaves. Requires plenty of watering for optimum growth. This is the most common and widespread of the yellowwoods. They are slow growing but worthwhile garden subjects.
N/A
Evergreen

Screen/windbreak

Shade lover

Attracts birds
Cape Peninsula to Tropical Africa. Grows in forests and on open mountain slopes

24
Rapaneae melanophloes
(cape beech)
Medium to large tree up to 20 m tall with a narrow to spreading crown. Maroon tinged pink leaves, produces purple berries that attract birds into the garden.. An ideal tree for smaller gardens as it has a non-aggressive root system.
May - July
Evergreen

Shade loving

Fast growing

Attracts birds

Clay tolerant

Alkaline tolerant
From the Cape Peninsula up the east coast to Zambia in the North. Forests and evergreen scrub and mountain slopes.

26
Rhus crenata

(dune crowberry
An excellent coastal hedge/screen plant. Grows up to 3m and has a soft rounded shape. Leaves are serrated and have a gold/green colour. Excellent for dune stabilisation and as a pioneer species in restoration projects.
April
Withstands harsh conditions,

Shade tolerant,

Windbreak,

Coastal gardens,

Alkaline tolerant
Cape Peninsula to Southern Kwazulu-Natal on sandy coastal flats.

27
Rhus laevigata

(dune taaibos)
A semi-deciduous tree of up to 3m in height. Fast growing and does well in coastal and dune gardens.
Oct. –Dec.
Deciduous

Withstands harsh conditions 

Coastal gardens Alkaline tolerant
Lamberts Bay on the west coast to the Cape Peninsula and up to East London on coastal flats and slopes.

28
Rhus lancea

(karee)


A small to medium sized tree up to 8 m in height. Dark green leaves and rough grey to brown bark.
Jun – Sep.
Evergreen

Screen/windbreak

Coastal gardens

Shade tree

Fast growing

Alkaline tolerant
Ceres to Zimbabwe in karroid areas, mostly along water courses.

29
Rhus leptodictya

(rock rhus)
A small, attractive, tree usually 3-4m but sometimes reaching 8m. Slightly weeping habit. Both drought and frost resistant.
Jan. - April
Evergreen

Screen/windbreak

Coastal gardens

Fast Growing
From the Free State in the south to Angola and Malawi in the north

30
Rhus lucidia

(blue kuni-bush)
Small tree up to 3 m tall with attractive glossy leaves, bears shiny red fruits. Grows very well in coastal gardens as a wind break or screening plant.
Aug. – Oct.
Evergreen

Screen/windbreak

Shade loving

Attracts birds

Alkaline tolerant
Cape Peninsula to Zimbabwe on sandy flats and slopes.

31
Rhus pendulina

(white karee)
A beautiful willow-like tree with light green leaves. This species is drought resistant, but flourishes with watering and feeding. Not suitable for windy gardens close to the sea..
Sep – Jan.
Evergreen

Shade lover

Attracts birds

Fast growing
Porterville to Orange River on the banks of large rivers (Berg and Orange River)

32
Rhus undulata

(kuni-bush)
An evergreen shrub of up to 3m. Grows naturally in a wide range of conditions, from dry, arid areas to evergreen forests.
April - May
Evergreen,

Screen/windbreak

Alkaline tolerant

Coastal gardens

Clay tolerant
From southern Namibia to the Cape Peninsula and up to Ladismith.

33
Rothmannia capensis

(cape gardenia)
A tall graceful tree of up to 20 m in wet southern Cape forests. Large round fruits attract birds to the garden. 
Jan-Feb
Evergreen

Shade tree

Attracts birds
Swellendam to Northern province in forests.

34
Salix mucronata

(cape willow)
Tall growing, lanceolate leaves with bright green, small flowers in short spikes.  

Full sun.
Sept – Oct.
Evergreen

Screen/windbreak

Shade lover

Fast growing

Clay tolerant

Alkaline tolerant
Most of the western and eastern Cape Provinces in a variety of habitats along stream and river banks.

35
Sideroxylon inerme 

(white milkwood)
Excellent coastal trees with black berries, thick shiny leaves and beautiful coarse bark. Plant in sandy soil, feed with organic fertiliser and water regularly for fast growth.
Dec. - June
Evergreen

Screen/windbreak

Coastal gardens

Shade loving

Attracts birds

Alkaline tolerant
Cape Peninsula to Tropical Africa on sand dunes and coastal bush.

36
Szyzigium cordatum

(water berry)
Tall, upright tree, with purple fruit. Very effective as a tall hedge/wind break, but does not grow well in alkaline soils. Young plants require plenty of water. Very effective to reduce water logging.
Aug-Nov
Evergreen,

Screen/windbreak,

Shade tree, 

Fast growing,

Attracts birds

Aggressive root system
From the eastern Cape to Kenya. Along streams in riverine bush and forests.

37
Szyzigium guineense

(legatii)
Small to medium tree with shiny elliptic leaves and flowers, fruits in summer.


N/A
Evergreen

Screen/windbreak

Fast growing

Attracts birds

Alkaline tolerant
Found on the slopes of the Northern Province.

38
Tarchonanthus camphoratus

(wild camphor)
A small tree up to 9 m in height. One of the best trees for coastal gardens and grows well in most soils. Very fast growing tree with attractive fluffy white seed heads, leathery grey leaves. A worthy garden subject, bi-coloured, aromatic leaves. Very useful at combating erosion.
Dec. – April
Evergreen

Screen/windbreak

Coastal gardens

Shade loving

Fast growing

Attracts birds

Alkaline tolerant
From the Cape Peninsula to Somalia, wide variety of habitats from sea level to 1800 m.

39
Virgilia divaricata (keurtjie)


This is one of the most beautiful of indigenous trees. It is a fast growing, small tree, with beautiful pink flowers.  A pioneer species that is very useful in restoration projects and to use as protective mother bushes for slower growing species. 


Aug. – Nov.



Evergreen

Screen / windbreak

Coastal gardens

Shade loving

Fast growing

Attracts birds

Alkaline tolerant


From the Cape Peninsula to Port Elizabeth along the coast and in forests mostly as a pioneer species.
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